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Instructions for preparing outlines when submitting a key project application (Status: 
November 2023 

 
 

A Project outline  
 
The maximum 6-page idea draft (in English, Arial 11 or similar font) is to be structured as 
follows and to be sent to antrag-wissenschaft@ekfs.de:  
 
1. Formal data 
 

- Project title 
- Applicant responsible; applicant institution; complete contact data (email), co-

applicants, project duration in months, sum total funding applied for 
 
Notes: i) Funding approval recipient can only be an institute of higher education, 
university hospital or extramural research institution in Germany; ii) Project managers of 
a currently ongoing EKFS funding project are eligible to apply again only after 
completion and publication of the results of this project.  

 
2. Summary  
 

Half-page summary of the planned project  
 
3. Hypothesis / Issue 
 

- Brief explanation of the hypothesis/issue addressed by the project  
- What is it that constitutes the specific originality of the project? 

 
4. Rationale for the groundbreaking nature of the project  
 

- Reason(s) why the project is considered to have groundbreaking potential (e.g. evidence 
of a significant, previously missing causal link, proof-of-principle, refutation of an 
accepted theory) 

- Specific consequences that may emerge for the field of research (scenarios) 
 

5. Reason(s) for the applicant group’s particular suitability  
 

- List of the 5 own publications most important for the project 
- Presentation of the expertise, preliminary work and infrastructure of the applicant work 

group in an international comparison, unique selling points of the applicants with 
respect to the planned project’s prospect of success 

 
- Optionally – while stating in full the source of the expert reviewer opinion – statements 

regarding the applicant’s qualifications and expertise can be quoted from existing 
expert reviewer opinions from other application procedures. 

file://ekfss03/Daten/Stiftung/03%20Verfahren/Hinweise%20Webseite/Aktualisierung%20Juli%202021/antrag-wissenschaft@ekfs.de
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6. Project implementation strategy  
 

- Summarized presentation of the experimental approach  
- Key cooperations within the project  
- Rough schedule and time requirements  

 
7. Resources  

 
Rough planning: 
- of the total resources required  
- of the institutional or other funding available to the project. This ought to cover at least 

approx. 1/3 of the total costs. 
- of the funds to be applied for from EKFS (stated in EUR):  

• of the personnel positions to be funded  
• estimate of non-monetary resources 
• indication in % as to which proportion of weekly working hours is going to be 

utilized for the project in the event of funding approval 
The application sum total in the outline may not be exceeded in the full application. 

 
8. Declaration 

 
Declaration as to whether the project application presented or a similar project application 
has previously been submitted to another funding entity. In the event of a preceding 
rejection of the project application by another funding entity, we request notification of the 
reasons for rejection or of the reviewers’ votes to the extent possible. In the event that a 
negative expert reviewers’ opinion is presented, we request a point-by-point-response to the 
criticisms; the modifications performed in comparison to the rejected application should be 
marked in the outline or at least explained in an accompanying letter.  
By signing, the applicant and co-applicants obligate themselves to comply with the 
“Recommendations for ensuring good scientific practice” (Empfehlungen zur Sicherung guter 
wissenschaftlicher Praxis) issued by DFG (German Research Foundation) as revised in 2019. 
 

 
B Appendices  

 
The following information is requested for each of the lead applicants and co-applicants, if 
applicable (summarized in one PDF file per person)  
 
1. CV in tabular form (max. 3 pages) without photo 

 
2. List of publications from the current year and the past 4 years in accordance with the 

template below. Please list only peer-reviewed original publications and reviews (each 
category on separate lists) while citing the journal impact factors. Please include a list of 
all authors, highlighting the applicant author (bold font) and stating the title. Please do 
not enclose any publications or manuscripts. Please state your current h-index (Hirsch 
index). 
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3. List of currently ongoing and concluded third-party funding for the last 5 years  in 

accordance with the template below: 
 

Title Funding 
Entity 

All 
applicants 
(EKFS 
applicant 
bold font) 

Term Funding 
amount 

Funding 
amount own 
project if 
different 

      
      

 
4. Study protocol and ethics vote: 

In the draft phase, we request a study protocol at least in a preliminary version. When 
submitting a full application, the submission of a study protocol is mandatory. 
If an ethics vote is available, please submit this, otherwise please provide information on 
the status of it̀s application. 
In the event of project approval, project work can only be started after an ethics vote 
has been submitted. 
 

5. Voluntary declaration of consent for storage of your data in accordance with the sample 
below  
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Template for List of Publications for a Key Project Application 
 

1) Peer-reviewed original publications and reviews (on seperate lists) for the current year 
and the past 4 years 

2) List of all authors while labelling the applicant author (bold typeface) 
3) Indication of Journal Impact Factors (a decimal value) 
4) In the last two columns, the number of first authorship (FA) and last authorship (LA) 

using consecutive numbers. 
 

A Original Publications  JIF  Consecutive 
Numbers  

FA  LA  

    
    

    

2019       

3. Petruo V, Bodmer B, Brandt VC, Baumung L, Roessner V, Münchau A, Beste C. 
      Altered perception-action binding modulates inhibitory control in Gilles de la 
      Tourette syndrome. 

   J Child Psychol Psychiatry. 2019;60(9):953‐962. 

6,1    1  

2020       
4. Chmielewski WX, Zink N, Chmielewski KY, Beste C, Stock AK. 

      How high-dose alcohol intoxication affects the interplay of automatic and 
      controlled processes. 
      Addict Biol. 2020;25(1):e12700. 

10,4      

5. xx        
2021       
6. xx        
7. xx        
2022       
8. xx        
2023    

9.xx    

2024    

10.xx    

Sum total FA or LA     0  1 

 
  



 
 

5 
 

 
B Reviews, possibly including Comments and Letters  JIF Consecutive 

Numbers  
FA  LA  

    

    

    

2019       

3. xx  x,x    1  

2020       
4. xx  x,x   1  2 
2021       
5. xx  x,x   2   
2022       
6. xx  x,x      
2023    

7.xx xx  3 

2024    

8xx xx   

Sum Total FA or LA     2   3 

 
 
 
We request the following (voluntary) declaration of consent from you to enable us to continue to 
notify you of our calls for applications and activities in future. You can find the data protection 
information in compliance with the GDPR on our website home page at 
https://www.ekfs.de/en/data-protection-notice 
 
 
Declaration of consent for storage of your data 
 
I hereby consent to address and communication data regarding my person (name, 
address, telephone number, fax, email) being stored and used for future notifications of 
calls for applications, events and publications issued by Else Kröner-Fresenius-Stiftung. 
This consent is being given voluntarily and may be informally revoked at any time by 
notifying Else Kröner-Fresenius-Stiftung, Louisenstraße 120, 61348 Bad Homburg v.d.H., 
Germany. 
 
 
 
Town, Date      Signature 

https://www.ekfs.de/en/data-protection-notice
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